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AIHA RELEASES AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARD Z9.5 ON LABORATORY VENTILATION
FAIRFAX, VA (July 10, 2003) – The American Industrial Hygiene Association (AIHA), secretariat for ANSI Accredited Standards Committee Z9 on Health and Safety Standards for Ventilation Systems, has released ANSI/AIHA Z9.5-2003, American National Standard: Laboratory Ventilation. The 111-page standard, last updated in 1992, includes new chapters on performance tests, air cleaning, preventative maintenance, and work practices. 

A two-column format highlights the standard’s requirements and offers good practices for laboratories to follow. Five new appendices cover definitions, terms, and units. The publication also includes referenced standards and publications, guidance on selecting laboratory stack designs, an audit form for ANSI Z9.5, and a sample table of contents for a laboratory ventilation management plan. 

“A number of people have worked very hard for several years to gain consensus and develop a comprehensive document that is performance-based and flexible,” said AIHA President Thomas G. Grumbles, CIH.

This book is a must for every laboratory and is also useful for architects, industrial hygienists, environmental health and safety professionals, medical research institutions, and others concerned with the control of exposure to airborne contaminants. 

“This standard provides a set of best practices for employers to follow to protect laboratory personnel from overexposure to potentially harmful airborne contaminants,” said Lou DiBerardinis, CIH, CSP, director of the Environment, Health, and Safety Office at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and chair of the ANSI/AIHA Z9.5 Subcommittee. “We hope our subcommittee’s efforts will contribute to keeping laboratory employees safe at work.”

To order ANSI/AIHA Z9.5, visit www.aiha.org or call (301) 283-3064 and ask for stock number 437-EQ-01. The introductory price for AIHA members is $35; for nonmembers, the price is $49.

Founded in 1939, the American Industrial Hygiene Association (AIHA) is the premier association of occupational and environmental health and safety professionals. AIHA’s 12,000 members play a crucial role on the front line of worker health and safety every day. Members represent a cross-section of industry, private business, labor, government, and academia. For more information, go to www.aiha.org.

