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Planning is underway for the 2020 MIHS Fall Mini Con-

ference.  We will not be meeting in-person as we usually 

do, but there will be a virtual conference.  The show 

must go on!  The date for Part 1 of the first ever virtual 

MIHS Fall Mini Conference will be Tuesday, October 6.  

More details are forthcoming, so watch the MIHS web-

site for the final program. 

We decided that an all-day, online conference is  some-

thing that most of us would be hard-pressed to sit 

through, so we are splitting it up into two days.  Part 2 

will likely be in late November or early December.  Also, 

we will be recording the conference, so if you must step 

away, or will not be available for the live event, you may 

watch the recording. 

The lineup for October 6 includes AIHA CEO, Larry Sloan; 

Bart Pickelman, CIH, Director of MIOSHA; Bert Schiller, 

CIH, who will present information on Workplace Health 

Without Borders; and Sean Egan, Deputy Director for 

Labor at Michigan LEO, and Director of COVID-19 Work-

place Safety. 

One detail that is known for sure is that the Conference 

will be on WebEx.  Most of us have probably participat-

ed in some sort of virtual chat or meeting of some kind 

in the past 6 months (a “Zoom” call).  For those unfamil-

iar with WebEx, it is a fairly simple to use, and it is best 

to sign up ahead of time at https://cart.webex.com/sign

-up-webex.  This will make signing into the Mini Confer-

ence a bit easier.  You will not have to subscribe to a 

plan or pay any money.  There is also a free WebEx app, 

which will allow you to join using your smart phone or 

tablet. 

Another thing we know for sure is that both parts of the 

Fall Conference will be FREE OF CHARGE!  We will not 

have the usual expenses of renting the conference cen-

ter and providing lunch, so we will pass those savings 

on to the membership. 

We will see how this goes.  It certainly will not be a sub-

stitute for an in-person meeting where we all get togeth-

er and meet new people, or catch up with others that 

you may not have seen since the previous Fall Confer-

ence. No shouting questions from the back row.  No 

pastries. 

There are some advantages to this format.  You will be 

able get up and stretch any time you like without inter-

rupting the speaker.  Shoes are optional.  Lounging on 

the couch may be an option.  No early wakeup call to 

make it out to Troy on time.  We will make the best of it! 

MIHS FALL MINI CONFERENCE WILL BE VIRTUAL!  
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Michigan Coronavirus FAQs and News 

AIHA Coronavirus Outbreak Resource Center  There are numer-

ous links within the AIHA Resource Center such as CDC, OSHA, 

NIH, WHO, etc. 

Johns Hopkins University Coronavirus Resource Center 

https://cart.webex.com/sign-up-webex
https://cart.webex.com/sign-up-webex
https://www.michigan.gov/Coronavirus
https://www.aiha.org/public-resources/consumer-resources/coronavirus_outbreak_resources
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
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This year’s MIHS Merit 

Scholarship was awarded to 

University of Michigan grad-

uate student Mr. Christian 

Lumaj.  In awarding the 

MIHS Merit Scholarship, preference is 

given to Michigan residents enrolled in 

an industrial hygiene program.  Ms. Thur-

sa Pecoraro, Manager, Local Sections 

Professional Community and Foundation 

at AIHA was kind enough to forward a 

thank you note from Christian to MIHS. 

CHRIT IAN LUMAJ RECEI VES MIHS MERIT SCHOLARSHIP  

You have learned a lot during your time as a working “EHS” professional and you may be looking for an opportunity 

to share some of your learning experiences and expertise with the next generation of EHS professionals.  It’s a great 

way to give back to your chosen profession and mentoring relationships can be richly rewarding both for the person 

being mentored and for the mentor themselves.   

 

Right now there’s a great mentoring opportunity being provided locally by Dr. Tara Diesbourg, a faculty member in 

Oakland University’s Environmental Health and Safety Program (OU-EHS, Rochester, MI).  She is putting together a men-

toring program for the 2020-2021 academic year that will pair every one of OU’s “EHS Major” students with an EHS pro-

fessional.  

 

This mentoring relationship will focus on the student’s professional development as you help them prepare to enter the 

job market.  For example, you can help the student: 

 

• Identify and access resources that will be helpful in their professional development. 

• Build their EHS professional network. 

• Develop their resume and interviewing skills. 

• Provide site-visit and job-shadowing opportunities. 

 

The expectation is to plan one contact per month, but if you decide to meet more often than that, that's great too! 

 

Tara is gathering information to identify who is interested in serving as a mentor and, to facilitate the pairing process, 

she needs to know your area(s) of EHS experience and expertise.  Anyone interested in serving as a mentor can fill out 

the form found here  or feel free to contact Tara directly at  tdiesbourg@oakland.edu if you have any questions about the 

OU-EHS mentoring program.  

 

Thank you for considering mentorship as a great way to give back to the EHS profession. 

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY CALL FOR “EHS” MENTORS 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.umich.edu&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNES_7geeGaslG7JSwfvrj7KAP7jLQ
https://forms.gle/vroG2s3KMSehfH5s6
mailto:tdiesbourg@oakland.edu
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THE EVENTS ARE REAL BUT ATTENDANCE IS V IRTUAL  
You might think that certification maintenance points might be hard 

to come by in a pandemic, where social gatherings such as live con-

ferences have all been canceled.  But you would be wrong!  Almost 

everything is “virtual” for this year and well into next year.  Symposi-

ums that you would not think twice about attending, due to the ex-

pense of travel across the country or even travel to a foreign country, 

are now within reach.  The AIHA Events calendar is chock full of virtual 

options.  The California Industrial Hygiene Council is  hosting a 5-part 

webinar series on a variety of topics.  Rutgers University is offering an 

online OSHA HAZWOPER refresher course. 

This Fall’s version of the Comprehensive Industrial Hygiene Review 

course that is cosponsored by the University of Michigan and MIHS 

will be virtual, and is scheduled over a 10-week period from Septem-

ber 15 to November 17.  The content is being delivered synchronously 

(live) on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12 noon to 2 pm EST.  The 

presentations will also be recorded and available asynchronously for 

6 months after the course ends.  

Most of these virtual events are not free, but travel expenses will be 

nonexistent, and you may not even have to take time off of work to 

attend, as most have some sort of recorded option.   

We are always on the lookout for content and 

items of interest to our members.  If you have a 

story to tell that you feel would be of interest to 

the group and you would like to see it in the 

MIHS Newsletter, let us know. 

 

• A “Tale from the Front” about something 

you have done in the field.   

 

• A write-up on a seminar or conference 

you’ve attended 

 

• A write-up on a new gadget or “app” you 

have discovered that might be of interest to 

others 

 

Pretty much anything industrial hygiene-related.  

Send your article to apcrause@aol.com. 

TELL US A STORY ! 

https://www.aiha.org/events/p2
https://cohse.umich.edu/event/cihr092020/
https://www.michiganivc.org/
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PRESIDENT 

Matthew Macomber, CIH 

State of Michigan 

MIOSHA General Industry Safety & Health Division  
Note: While performing MIHS duties, is not a repre-

sentative of MIOSHA 

Tel: 989-758-1515  

Email: macomberm@michigan.gov  

Term: 2020-2021 

PRESIDENT ELECT 

Andy Crause, CIH 

Ford/CBRE 

Tel: 248-292-9865 

E-mail: apcrause@aol.com 

Term: 2020-2021 

TREASURER 

Adam Calisti 

University of Michigan 

Tel: 517-432-5631 

Email: adamcalisti@gmail.com 

Term: 2019-2021  

SECRETARY 

Brad Burcz 

DTE Energy 

Tel:  586-554-1026 

Email:  b4bradley@gmail.com 
Term: 2019-2021 

PAST PRESIDENT  

Lynn Totsky  

State of Michigan 
MIOSHA General Industry Safety & Health Division 
Note: While performing MIHS duties, is not a repre-

sentative of MIOSHA 
Tel: 734-634-1822  
Email: lynntots@yahoo.com 

Term: 2020-2021 

Officers 

Officers and Executive Board 
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Board Members 

Chinonye Akunne 

Tel:  614-477-3193  

Email:  Chinonye@ileraapothecary.com 
Term: 2019-2021 

Dave Fogle 

BASF 

Environmental Health and Safety Manager 

Tel : 313-402-0339 

Email : david.fogle@basf.com 

Term: 2019-2021 

William Kilgore, CIH 

General Motors-Retired 

Tel: 248-773-9105  

Email: bkilgore@aol.com 

Term: 2019-2021  

Aaron Jacob 

Premier Safety 

Tel: 586-840-3200 

Fax: 586-840-3201 

E-mail: ajacob@premiersafety.com  

Term: 2019-2021 

Eric Allen  

State of Michigan 

MIOSHA Construction Safety & Health Division  

Note: While performing MIHS duties, is not a repre-

sentative of MIOSHA 

Tel: 313-525-1983  

Email: eric.allen.mihs@gmail.com 

Term: 2020-2022 

Scott Chandler 

Testing Engineers & Consultants, Inc. 

Tel : 248-588-6200 

Email : schandler@tectest.com 

Term : 2020-2022 

Michael Manning  

Industrial Hygienist 

General Motors 

Tel: 586-713-2344 

Email: manningmichael2@gmail.com 

Term: 2020-2022 

Matt Repka 

University of Michigan 

Environment, Health & Safety (EHS) 

Operational Health and Safety 

Tel : 734-647-6673 

Email : repka@umich.edu 

Term : 2020–2022  

MIHS Organizational Members 

 

Each year the activities of the MIHS have been 

supported by our Organizational Members. The 

MIHS appreciates the support and generosity of 

our Organizational Member.  

 

TriMedia Environmental and Engineering 
Services, LLC 

Industrial Scientific 
 

If your firm would like to become an Organization-

al Member, contact MIHS Secretary, Brad Burcz 

For questions or comments on the newsletter 

please contact Andy Crause at  

apcrause@aol.com 

http://mihsweb.org/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=macomberm%40michigan.gov
mailto:acrause@us.bureauveritas.com
mailto:lynntots@yahoo.com
mailto:osterkampk@michigan.gov
mailto:ajacob@argus-hazco.com
mailto:osterkampk@michigan.gov
https://trimediaee.com/
https://trimediaee.com/
https://www.indsci.com/

